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QUTROOR ADVERTISING

THE EFFECT OF FONT SIZE ON READABILITY

QOutdoor art designers use the scale Letter Height | Readable Distance | Time to Read at 60 mph
on the right to determine the actual S e e S omsends
. . . 36 inches 360 feet 4 seconds
height of the lettering on a billboard. 2 inches 40 foor 35 seconds
The most important information in the 18 inches 180 feet 2 seconds
copy should be the largest to ensure it 12 inches 120 feet 1.25 seconds
) ) 9 inches 90 feet 1 second
is read first. 6 inches 60 feet Less than 1 second

HOW DISTANCE INFLUENCES READ

The image below shows how letter sizes will appear The image below shows how letter sizes will appear
from 500 feet away and simulates a billboard on a from 300 feet away and simulates a billboard on a
freeway. Which sizes can you read best? highway. Surface street billboards allow the smallest
font size.
THIS IS 24 INCH TEXT 24 INCHES
THIS IS 36 INCH TEXT 36 INCHES
THIS IS 48_@!QICH TEXT 48 INCHES
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!

I

COMMON LETTER-SIZE PITFALLS IN OUTDOOR DESIGN

The Magazine Ad: Print advertising can utilize the Excessive Copy: The temptation to include too much

“white space rule” which allows open space for information forces the use of small letter sizes result-
visual effect. The same style of ad becomes a ing in unreadable text and a confusing message. The
challenge to read at billboard scale. outdoor rule of thumb is “Seven Words or Less”.
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Saft Feather Bods + 1200 Thread-Count Sheels
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